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Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Date _______________       School _________________ 

STANDARDS 

NYS ELA:   

• 4.RI.5: In informational texts, identify the overall structure using terms such as 
sequence, comparison, cause/effect, and problem/solution. 

• 4.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explore a topic and convey ideas and 
information relevant to the subject. 

Grade 4 Social Studies Practices – F. Civic Participation 

• 4. Identify opportunities for and the role of the individual in social and political 
participation in the school, local, and/or state community. 

• 6. Identify situations in which social actions are required and suggest solutions. 

Black Lives Matter Guiding Principles (10 min) 
Discuss these principles and have students talk about how they connect to them 

• Black Villages is the disruption of Western nuclear family dynamics and a return to the 
“collective village” that takes care of each other. 

• Collective Value means that all Black lives, regardless of actual or perceived sexual 
identity, gender identity, gender expression, economic status, ability, disability, 
religious beliefs or disbeliefs, immigration status, or location, matter. 

• Loving Engagement is the commitment to practice justice, liberation, and peace. 

• Restorative Justice is the commitment to build a beloved and loving community that is 
sustainable and growing. 

VOCABULARY (20 min) 
Read and discuss the following vocabulary words and complete at least two Frayer Models 

• Activism – the taking of action to achieve social change 

• Civic action – working actively, usually in a collaborative group, to empower citizens 

• Hashtag (#) – on social media sites, a word or phrase that starts with the sign # and is 
used to identify messages about a particular theme or topic 

• Petition – a written document signed by people to demand a kind of change 

http://www.blacklivesmatteratschool.com/
http://www.teachingtolerance.org/


FRAYER MODEL 

 
 

TEXT (10 min) 
Read the text aloud to the students or allow them to read independently 

 

Taking Action Online 
Source: Teaching Tolerance 

 

Here are some ways that young people like you have used the internet to organize social action. 

 

Boston Walkout 

In the spring of 2016, more than 2,000 students in Boston staged a walkout. That means they left 

their classes and marched together through downtown Boston. 

 

Why? Because they were protesting the budget cuts—or cuts in money—happening in their school 

system. These students knew that budget cuts would mean fewer art classes, fewer sports activities 

and less transportation to and from school. 

 

What does this have to do with the internet? Well, the organizers of this walkout used Twitter, a 

social networking site with many users, to promote their march. With the hashtag #bpswalkout, 

they managed to quickly group people together to join their protest. 

 



Gender-neutral Bathrooms 

In 2015, a high school student in Southern California decided that their school needed to have 

gender-neutral bathrooms, or bathrooms that anyone could use regardless of their gender identity. 

That student created a petition and used the internet to circulate it. Nearly 30,000 people signed 

the petition, and it even got attention from online news sites. As a result of the petition, that school 

and many others were quick to install gender-neutral bathrooms. 

 

#BringBackOurGirls 

Young people around the world have used internet activism to raise awareness, generate interest 

and organize protests. In 2014, a movement started in Nigeria to demand the return of female 

students who were kidnapped from their schools by a group named Boko Haram. Because of the 

use of Twitter, blogs, and Facebook, global activists like Malala Yousafzai (a Nobel Peace Prize 

winner) and Michelle Obama (a former First Lady of the United States) got involved in this cause, 

and people in different countries became more aware of and connected with what was happening 

in Nigeria. 

PROCEDURAL STEPS (35 min) 
Complete the following activities with students 

 

What are some of the ways young people used the internet for activism? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the internet help students with their activism? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the stories in this reading make you think and feel? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What are the strengths and weaknesses of using the internet as a tool for taking social 

justice actions? 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

  

 



 

Brainstorm a list of issues in your school and community that need to be addressed. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Choose one of the issues that you listed and write a one page essay describing two different 

ways you can use the internet and social media to work on the issue you identified. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMARIZING ACTIVITY (5 min) 
Create a visual about the issue you identified in your essay that could be shared digitally. 

 

 

 

  



The following activity pages are from the 
“A Black Lives Matter at NYC Schools Resource – A Black Lives Matter Principles Activity Book.” 

 



 


